
mas season.  A Silver Collection was the 

only cost for those who wished to drive 

through.  ñWe wanted to make it some-

thing everyone could see as many times 

as they wantedò said DonnaLyn Dyok, 

Executive Director of the HDCC.   

SASK POWER jumped on board imme-

diately with a donation to cover the 

power costs, allowing all of the proceeds 

of the Silver Collection to be donated 

back into the community.   ñThe Hum-

boldt District Hospital Foundation 

Equipment Campaign was a natural 

choice to be the recipient of this yearôs 

proceedsò Dyok said.  ñWe will re-

evaluate again for next yearò.  On Janu-

ary 11th, the HDCC presented the 

HDHF with a cheque for $2,000ðthe 

proceeds from the Silver Collection. 

 

Plans to continue this event for the 2010 

Christmas season are already underway.  

For more information, please contact the 

Chamber office at 682-4990. 

At a brainstorming meeting be-

tween Kerri Martin, City of 

Humboldt and DonnaLyn Dyok, 

Executive Director of the Cham-

ber, the idea was discussed to 

replace the ñParade of Lightsò 

with the ñFestival of Lightsò in 

the Historical Park Campground.  

No one could have dreamt how 

successful and wonderful this 

event would be for Humboldt.  In 

the beginning, 9 businesses came 

forth and built displays.  In the 

first week, 5 more businesses 

came on board to make the first 

year of the Festival of Lights an 

overwhelming success. 

It is estimated that over 5,000 

vehicles passed through the Festi-

val Of Lights during the Christ-

The Humboldt & District Cham-

ber of Commerce will be hosting 

its 11th annual Mark of Excel-

lence Awards on February 24th, 

2010.  The theme will be a Star-

light evening representing our 

shining and brilliant business 

community, with each dazzling 

business being its own star.  

 

Nominations for the awards are 

now open.  There will be eight 

awards presented this year ï 

Business of the Year (10 or more 

employees), Business of the Year 

(Less than 10 employees), New 

Business Venture, Entrepreneur 

of the Year, Youth Volunteer of 

the Year and Citizen of the Year.  

Nomination forms can be picked 

up at the Chamber Office, City 

Hall or the Humboldt Mall.  They 

are also available on our website 

www.humboldtchamber.ca. 

 

This year, we have invited entre-

preneur, Ms. Rachel Mielke of 

Hillberg Berk Jewellry to be our 

keynote speaker.  Rachel is a 

passionate and dynamic speaker. 

Her business education and prac-

tical business experience com-

bine to deliver a substantial mes-

sage with a youthful vibrance 

that will leave the audience in-

spired.  Tickets are now available 

by calling the Chamber office at 

682-4990. 

 

Award Sponsors: 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Festival of Lights a Huge Success! 

Award Nominations Open 

H U M B O L D T  &  D I S T R I C T   

C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E Chamber Newsletter 
J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 0  

H U M B O L D T  &  D I S T R I C T  

C H A M B E R  O F  C O M M E R C E  

2 0 0 9 - 1 0  B O A R D  

O F  D I R E C T O R S :  

PRESIDENT:  

Calvin Lukan,  

Modern Meat & Abattoir  

 

VICE PRESIDENT:  

Kevin Plemel,  

Colony Motor Products  

DIRECTORS:  

Myrna Brons,  

Humboldt Clinic  

Darlene Cash,  

Cashõs Car & Truck Wash 

Elsa Fyck, Graphic Ad  

Cori Norman, Prairie 

Home Style Foods  

Jodi Smith, RBC  

Paul Kneeshaw,  

Misty Gardens  

Rob Harasymchuk,  

St. Peterõs College 

Kenda Thimm.  

Meyers Norris Penny  

Kent Flavel,  

Conexus Credit Union  

Mike Yager,  

Spotlight Sports &  

Corporate Wear  

Phillip Smith,  

City of Humboldt  

 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR:  

DonnaLyn Dyok  

ADMINISTRATIVE  

ASSISTANT:  

Anne Graf  

 

Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce P.O. Box 1440 Humboldt, SK S0K 2A0  

Phone: 306-682-4990 Fax: 306-682-5203  email: humboldtchamber@sasktel.net  website: www.humboldtchamber.ca 

DonnaLyn Dyok, Executive 
Director of the Humboldt & 

District Chamber of Commerce 
presents Lorrie Bunko, Execu-
tive Director of the Humboldt 
District Hospital Foundation 

with a cheque for $2,000 - the 
proceeds from the Silver Col-
lection at the Festival of Lights 



P A G E  2  

Agribusiness now eligible for Chambers Group Insurance Plan

Have You Joined the Chamber Yet? 
2010 marks the 14th anniver-

sary of the Chamber of Com-

merce in Humboldt.  Hard 

work, support and dedication of 

many volunteers and our mem-

bers have made the Chamber of 

Commerce ñthe Voice of Busi-

ness in Humboldt & Areaò. 

 

Why Join?  Here is one major 

reason for you to considerðA 

vibrant Chamber of Commerce 

provides the business commu-

nity with ONE strong voice that 

is heard rather than dozens of 

weak voices that no one hears. 

 

Chambers of Commerce may 

not move mountains; and nei-

ther do they build them up 

overnight.  In some cases, or on 

some issues, it takes months 

and even years of patient plod-

ding and careful brick laying to 

produce results.  Chambers 

involve themselves in numer-

ous activities that may not 

produce concrete, or even tan-

gible results.  But we are there 

and we do our part to improve 

the business climate for busi-

ness in Humboldt, Saskatche-

wan and in Canada. 

 

A Chamber of Commerce is 

not a service club or charity 

organization, but it is an or-

ganization of the brightest 

business people that know that 

strength lies in numbers.  It is 

an organization that engages in 

those activities that will benefit 

all businesses in the commu-

nity.  As well, the collective 

experience and knowledge of 

the Board Members working in 

your corner, and for your inter-

ests, should provide comfort to 

each business.  Partnerships 

and relationships are also im-

portant to the well being of the 

business community, and we 

engage in solid partnerships, 

and work diligently on rela-

tionship building.   

 

Success is not measured by the 

size of a community in which 

you do things, but by the size 

of things you do in the commu-

nity you serve.  Join the Cham-

ber today and become part of 

the voice for the business com-

munity. 

 

Membership information can 

be found on our website at 

www.humboldtchamber.ca 

 

*Excerpts taken from ñBridging Businessò 

published by the Battlefords Chamber of 

Commerce. 

The Humboldt & District Chamber of Commerce is pleased to offer a new membership category for our 

farming community.  The Chambers Group Insurance Plan has recognized the potential of this member-

ship and is pleased to offer affordable and flexible group benefit plans for Agribusiness.  The Plan gives 

agribusiness access to group benefits that can take care of them when the need arisesðeven if they are 

just a one person operation.  It offers a wide range of products specifically designed for small business, 

coverage that over 25,000 Canadian companies already enjoy, including farms.   

C H A M B E R  N E W S L E T T E R  

2009 Courtesy 
Service 
Award  

Winners:  
 
 
 
 

Darlene & Gordon 
Cash, 

Cashôs Car & 
Truck Wash 

 
Rita Showers, 

CIBC 
 

Charlene Raab, 
City of Humboldt 

 
Sheila Schreiner, 
Action Services 

January Luncheon 

The State of Policing in Humboldt & Area 

Wednesday, January 20th, 2010 

11:45am at the Bella Vista Inn 
Please RSVP to the Chamber Office at 682-4990 or email humboldtchamber@sasktel.net 

By Monday, January 18th 

Membership for Agribusiness with the Humboldt & Dis-

trict Chamber of Commerce is now available for $100 

per year.   Possberg Grain Farms of Humboldt has been a 

member of the Chamber and using the Chambers Group 

Insurance plan since 2003 and recognize the value of 

having benefits for their family and their employees. 

An information meeting will be held at the Pioneer Hotel 

in Humboldt on Wednesday, February 3rd at 2pmðcall 

us today for more information on how the Chamber can 

benefit your Agribusiness! 

Possberg Grain Farms 



Population Hits Record High 
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sets out several other goals that when met, 

will turn Saskatchewan into a province that 

is truly the ñvery best place to live, to work 

and to invest.ò 

It is worthy of note that while the Sas-

katchewan Chamber of Commerce is an 

organization which represents business, this 

Growth Strategy will make the lives of all 

Saskatchewan residents more productive 

and increase their opportunity for greater 

prosperity. 

This Strategy is a second step in this direc-

tion by the Saskatchewan Chamber of Com-

merce. In 1999 the Chamber launched Ac-

tion Saskatchewan which put forward a new 

way of looking at the province, its potential 

The Growth Strategy was created following 

the recognition that the incredible potential 

of this province with its supply of natural 

resources, productive labour pool and cen-

tral North American location has never 

been fully capitalized upon. Therefore as 

the Voice of Business in Saskatchewan, the 

Saskatchewan Chamber of Commerce has 

created this Growth Strategy to set a direc-

tion for the future in this province. 

The Strategy does not outline specific de-

tails regarding what needs to happen to 

generate the success we predict can happen. 

Rather, it sets some broad targets or Key 

Indicators, including growing the popula-

tion to 1.5 million people by 2030. It also 

and the role of business in that future. The 

outcomes of Action Saskatchewan were 

many but its primary legacy is to serve as a 

wakeup call and a call for change.  

That change has been experienced in how 

people think about their province. Everyone 

was asked to ñUp their Attitudeò and they 

have. Saskatchewan is enjoying some of its 

current boom due to the attitude enhance-

ment started by Action Saskatchewan, and 

people now believe they can achieve even 

greater  th ings in  the fu ture. 

DonnaLyn Dyok, Executive Director for 

the Humboldt & District Chamber of Com-

merce was invited to be a part of this task 

force in 2010. 

egy target may be seen as ambitious, 

particularly if you compare it to the 

historical population trend in the 

province,ò continued McLellan. 

ñHowever, as the numbers show 

today, Saskatchewan is positioned to 

achieve great things in the coming 

years,ò 

The Saskatchewan Chamber of 

Commerceôs full 2009 Growth Strat-

egy Annual Update was released 

today, and the majority of the 21 key 

indicators identified in the Strategy 

have shown positive progress since 

2006, but there is still room for im-

provement.  

ñEveryone needs to be onside to 

make sustainable and strategic 

growth a reality in Saskatchewan,ò 

said McLellan.  ñWhile your family 

is here for the holidays tell them 

about Saskatchewanôs success and 

the great opportunities we have here. 

Inter-provincial migration is a great 

way to grow the province and the 

best way to make sure your grand-

kids are close to home.ò 

The Saskatchewan Chamber will 

also continue its efforts to support 

the provinceôs growth in all 21 key 

areas and will continue to raise con-

cerns over the number of post secon-

dary students and private sector 

capital investment.   

ñDespite the uncertainty 

and decline experienced 

across the world this past 

year, Saskatchewan continues to 

show positive growth, however, 

we cannot get complacent. We 

need to make sure we are able to 

support and facilitate balanced 

growth of our economy and 

population or else we will face 

significant challenges in the 

future,ò McLellan concluded. 

The Saskatchewan Chamber of 

Commerce represents the inter-

ests of our members from 

throughout the province by ad-

vocating for expanded opportu-

nities and regulatory simplifica-

tion. The Chamber launched a 

Growth Strategy in October of 

2007 to encourage and help fa-

cilitate strategic growth, it can be 

found at www.saskchamber.com. 

Contact:  Steve McLellan, CEO 

Saskatchewan Chamber of Com-

merce.  Office: 306-352-2671 

Saskatchewan Chamber of Com-

merce Media Release 

December 23, 2009 

Population Hits Record High 

 

Statistics Canada announced today 

that as of October 2009 Saskatche-

wanôs population was 1,034,974. A 

record high for the province, sur-

passing the previous record of 

1,032,799 reached in July 1987.   

ñA growing population is one of 

the most positive signs for the 

provincial economy,ò noted Sas-

katchewan Chamber of Commerce 

CEO Steve McLellan. ñA good 

deal of economic prosperity is 

dependent on population growth in 

general and population growth in 

the workforce age group in particu-

lar.ò   

The Saskatchewan Chamber of 

Commerceôs ñSustainable Growth 

Strategy for a New Saskatchewanò 

has projected that by 2030 the 

population of the province should 

be 1.5 million in order for Sas-

katchewan to afford the cost of 

serving our aging population while 

continuing to provide a range of 

public services and a high standard 

of living. 

ñAt first glance the Growth Strat-

Chamber Executive Director invited to join Growth Strategy Task Force 

òAs of  

October 2009 

Saskatchewanõs 

population was 

1,034,974.  

A record high 

for the province, 

surpassing the 

previous record 

of 1,032,799 

reached in July 

1987ó 

http://www.saskchamber.com


Business Showcase & Tradeshow, Moonlight 

Madness and the Festival of Lights, just to 

name a few. 

2010 is shaping up to be another great year 

for the Chamber and its members.  We will 

continue to build on and grow the already 

successful side of our Chamber and business 

community and initiate and be a part of other 

opportunities to help our area prosper.  

I have been invited to join a very interesting 

and pertinent groupðthe Saskatchewan 

Chamber of Commerce  ñGrowth Strategy 

Task Forceò.   I was very proud to receive 

this invitation and excited that Humboldt was 

seen as a successful community that could 

provide insight into such an initiative. 

Another new and exciting development is the 

Agribusiness/Farm membership.  We recog-

nize that farming is a business that is affected 

by what happens in our area and that it is 

beneficial for farms to be part of the Cham-

ber.  

I would like to remind everyone that we are 

always open to hearing from our members 

and the issues that affect your business.    

January marks my one-year anniversary as 

Executive Director with the Humboldt & 

District Chamber of Commerce.  2009 was 

a very exciting and busy year for our 

Chamber and for our community.  Hum-

boldt has experienced tremendous growth 

and opportunity and I am proud to be in 

the midst of such a great business commu-

nity. 

We have seen significant growth over the 

past few monthsðthe opening of new 

business locations for the Humboldt Co-op 

Gas Bar and Agro Centre and Discovery 

Ford Motor Sports; Canadian Tire open-

ing; construction of the new hospital and 

Ramada Hotel are well underway;  contin-

ued residential construction and business 

upgrades...everywhere you turn, there is 

something happening.  The Chamber itself 

grew from 149 to 169 members by the end 

of 2009ð a record year for the Chamber.  

Our Chamber was involved in many suc-

cessful events, including various lunch-

eons, Hockeyville, the Mark of Excellence 

Awards, the Civic Election Forum, the 

Executive Directorõs Report 

DonnaLyn Dyok, Executive Director 

Presidentõs Message 

If you are not a member of the Chamber, 

I encourage you to contact us and see 

what we can do for you.  For those who 

are a current member, I thank you for 

your continued support in 2010. 

We are and will continue to be ñthe 

voice of Humboldt & Area Businessò 

and to ñfoster an environment where 

Humboldt & Area businesses can pros-

però.   

Happy New Year!  Hopefully everyone had 

a safe and Merry Christmas.  With the New 

Year now upon us, itôs a time to look back 

on the accomplishments of the past year and 

look forward to the year ahead.  

  

This fall the Humboldt and District Cham-

ber of Commerce once again held the Busi-

ness Showcase in November.  This success-

ful event was utilized by a capacity number 

of exhibitors who were able to showcase 

their businesses to those attending.  Over 

the Christmas season we had a few new 

initiatives such as Moonlight Madness and 

the Festival of Lights to bring some addi-

tional visibility to our community.    

 

This coming year brings with it the opportu-

nity for members of our business commu-

nity to bring their ideas to the rest of the 

community.  Once again the Humboldt and 

District Chamber of Commerce will have 

Calvin Lukan, President 

openings available on the board for new 

directors to step up and share their ideas 

and initiatives.  It is my hope as the 2009 

President, that anyone interested take this 

opportunity to make a difference in their 

community.   

 

The Humboldt and District Chamber of 

Commerce Board of Directors and I are 

looking forward to working with the busi-

ness community of our area to continue 

the phenomenal growth that we have 

experienced in the last few years.  We are 

excited by the coming yearôs opportuni-

ties to maintain or even exceed our areaôs 

and our provinceôs economic perform-

ance 

 
On behalf of myself, my wife Jeannie and 

our children Carissa, Jessica and 

Michaela, I would like to wish you all the 

best in the year ahead.  

Our Mission:  To foster an environment where        
       Humboldt & area businesses can prosper 
 
Our Vision:  To be the Voice of Humboldt &          
       area Business 


